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Important�Health�Information 
 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking 
water than the general population.  Immuno-compromised persons 
such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons 
who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or 
other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be 
particularly at risk from infections.  These people should seek 
advice about drinking water from their health care providers.  
EPA/CDC (Centers for Disease Control) guidelines on appropriate 
means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other 
microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water 
Hotline (800-426-4791) or http://www.epa.gov/safewater/hotline. 
 
 

Community�Participation�

The City of Pocatello Water Department encourages public interest and participation in our 
community’s decisions affecting drinking water.  Regular Pocatello City Council Meetings 
occur on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month beginning at 6:00 p.m., at 911 North 7th 
Avenue in the City Council Chambers.  The agendas for these meetings are posted on the 
bulletin boards at City Hall, and on the Internet at http://www.pocatello.us/. 
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The Pocatello Municipal Airport 
borders the Lower Portneuf 
Valley and Snake River Plain 
Aquifers.  The Airport water 
system has two wells that serve 
the airport terminal, residences, 
and several businesses through 
approximately 60 service 
connections.  The Pocatello 
Water Department treats this 
water using chlorine gas 
injection to prevent bacterial contamination.   
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A Source Water Assessment has not been conducted for the Pocatello 
Municipal Airport water system.  The ultimate goal of a source water 
assessment is to provide data to the City of Pocatello in order to 
develop a protection strategy for our drinking water supply system. 

What’s In My Drinking Water? 

To ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the EPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  The U.S. 
Food & Drug Administration (FDA) regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same protection for public health.   
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not 
necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.  More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).  The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs 
and wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and radioactive material, and can pick up substances 
resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.   

Continuing�Our�Commitment�
�
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Este informe contiene información 
muy importante sobre su aqua 
beber.  Tradúzcalo ó hable con 
alguien que lo entienda bien. 

Water�Quality�Data�Table� Water�Testing�
�
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Substance
Month/Year 

Sampled
EPA’s Standards Pocatello’s Results

Possible Sources ViolationMCLG MCL Minimum Maximum

Inorganic Contaminants

Arsenic (ppb) 9/2007 0 10 1.0 3.0 Erosion of natural deposits. No

Barium (ppm) 11/2007 2 2 0.059 0.141 Discharge from drilling wastes; .rosion of 
natural deposits. No

Chromium (ppb) 11/2007 100 100 1.0 2.0 Erosion of natural deposits. No

Fluoride (ppm) 11/2007 4 4 ND 0.6 Erosion of natural deposits; discharge from 
fertilizer and aluminum factories. No

Nitrate (ppm) 6/2008 10 10 ND 6.3
Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from 
septic tanks, sewage; erosion of natural 
deposits.

No

Selenium (ppb) 11/2007 50 50 ND 3.0 
Discharge from petroleum and metal 
refineries; erosion of natural deposits; 
discharge from mines. 

No

Lead & Copper Sampling at Residential Water Taps
Lead (ppb)                10/2007                        0      AL = 15 
90th percentile for lead = 3.0 ppb AND number of sites above the AL = 0 

Corrosion of household plumbing systems; 
erosion of natural deposits. No

Copper (ppm)            10/2007                    1.3      AL = 1.3 
90th percentile for copper = 0.279 ppm AND number of sites above the AL = 0 

Corrosion of household plumbing systems; 
erosion of natural deposits. No

Disinfection By Products
TTHM’s [Total  
Trihalomethanes] 
(ppb)

11/2008 n/a 80 ND 2.8
By-product of drinking water chlorination. No

(Running Annual Average = 1.3 ppb) 

Maximum Residual Disinfection Level

Chlorine  (ppm) 10/2008 MRDLG 
= 4

MRDL 
= 4 0.07 0.49 Water additive used to control microbes. 

(Annual average = 0.27) No
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More Information: 

The annual water quality reports and 
chemical analysis reports are available on 
our website at:  www.pocatello.us/water 
or through the Water Superintendent’s 

Office at 234-6174.

Health Effects
Lead health effects and ways to reduce 
exposure: 

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause 
serious health problems, especially for 
pregnant women and young children.  Lead 
in drinking water is primarily from 
materials and components associated with 
service lines and home plumbing.  The City 
of Pocatello is responsible for providing 
high quality drinking water, but cannot 
control the variety of materials used in 
plumbing components. 

When your water has been sitting for 
several hours, you can minimize the 
potential for lead exposure by flushing your 
tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using 
water from drinking or cooking.  If you are 
concerned about lead in your drinking 
water, you may wish to have your water 
tested.   Information on lead in drinking 
water, testing methods, and steps you can 
take to minimize exposure is available from 
the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at 
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Nitrate in drinking water at levels above 
10 ppm is a health risk for infants of less 
than six months of age.  High nitrate levels 
in drinking water can cause blue baby 
syndrome.  Nitrate levels may rise quickly 
for short periods of time because of rainfall 
or agricultural activity.  If you are caring 
for an infant, you should ask advice from 
your health care provider. 

Concerning total coliform bacteria in 
drinking water: Coliforms are bacteria that 
are naturally present in the environment and 
are used as an indicator that other, 
potentially harmful, bacteria may be 
present.  During 2008, two drinking water 
samples tested positive for coliform 
bacteria but were negative for E-coli.  
Immediate repeat samples resulted in the 
absence of any coliform bacteria.  There is 
a high probability that the initial sample 
results were false-positive (inadvertently 
contaminated through laboratory or 
sampling errors). 


