
CITY OF POCATELLO, IDAHO 
CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION 
APRIL 14, 2016 

          
 
AGENDA ITEM NO.   1: Mayor Brian Blad called the City Council  Study Session to order 
ROLL CALL  at 9:02 a.m.  Council members present were Roger Bray, Steve     
     Brown, Craig Cooper, Jim Johnston, Gary Moore and Michael     
.      L. Orr. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO.  2: Larry Wilde, Chair Person; and Alan Green, Staff Liaison; from 
FORT HALL REPLICA  the Fort Hall Replica Commission were present to discuss the 
COMMISSION UPDATE  Commission’s goals and projects, as well as Council’s policies      
  and expectations. 
 
Mr. Wilde reviewed the individuals that serve on the Commission.  He outlined work completed on 
the Replica’s log cabin through two separate Eagle Scout projects.  Mr. Wilde noted one project 
built a new door and added shutters to the window on the south side of the cabin.  The other 
project included installation of a compacted dirt floor and a table with 2 chairs.  A bed was built and 
shelves were installed on the walls of the cabin.  Mr. Wilde explained the cabin was previously being 
used for storage and the updates are a great improvement.  
 
Mr. Wilde gave a brief overview of other Replica improvements.  He reported that revenues for the 
replica decreased in 2015.  However, attendance through school tours increased from 341 in 2014 to 
499 in 2015.  Mr. Wilde mentioned there is a tour company that visits the area and the Commission 
hopes to have the Replica included in the tour schedule. 
 
Mr. Cooper expanded on the extra efforts Mr. Wilde does for the Replica Commission and thanked 
him for his service.   
 
AGENDA ITEM NO.  3: Lynn Transtrum, Building Official and staff liaison for the 
CONSTRUCTION BOARD Construction Board of Appeals was present to discuss the      
OF APPEALS UPDATE  Board’s goals and projects, as well as Council’s policies and          
  expectations.   
 
Mr. Transtrum explained this is a Board that does not meet very often.  He noted the Board is 
required in the building and fire codes in order to have an appeal process.  Mr. Transtrum explained 
the Board is not able to change City Codes for an appeal.  He reviewed six building trades that are 
represented by the Board.  These trades include building, electrical, plumbing, fire and the design 
community.  Mr. Transtrum mentioned the Board is authorized to make rulings on fence appeals. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO.  4: Merriann Forrest, Executive Director of H.S. Jeshua Ministries, 
H.S. JESHUA MINISTRIES, Inc. was present to discuss transition facilities their organization 
INC. PRESENTATION  oversees in the community.  Jeshua Ministries has partnered with     
  other groups/businesses to help victims of abuse and individuals 
coming out of prison to transition back into their community. 
 
Ms. Forrest gave a brief history of her involvement with prison ministries and helping women 
coming out of prison to transition back into the community.  She explained their organization’s 
focus is to close the gap by assisting individuals and educating the community regarding the 
transition process.  She reviewed the life coaching research center and concepts of the center.  Ms. 
Forrest mentioned they are looking at property outside city limits to build a long-term facility.   
 
In response to questions from Council, Ms. Forrest estimated 50 to 75 women are released from 
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prison in Pocatello each year.  She explained whether they remain in the area depends on their 
parole plan.  Ms. Forrest reported the transition home ran by the State of Idaho is still operating.  
However, women only have two months to stay in that home before they must move on.  She 
explained their organization wants to provide an atmosphere in a long-term facility to help women 
transition and move forward with their lives.  Ms. Forrest gave a brief overview of the long-term 
facility being planned. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 5: John Regetz, Bannock Development Corporation Executive 
BANNOCK DEVELOPMENT Director, was present to update the Council on economic 
CORPORATION  development in the community. 
-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
UPDATE 
 
Mr. Regetz thanked the Council and explained the relationship Bannock Development has with the 
cities of Pocatello, Chubbuck and Bannock County.  He explained his organization works on urban 
renewal prospects, tax exemptions, infrastructure and investments in the community.  The topics 
covered are the following: 
 
Economic Development Focus - Focus on higher paying businesses and higher paying jobs.  Retail 
(stores and restaurants) are a result of higher paying jobs. 
 
Recent accomplishments - Great Western Malting Co. $307 million economic impact; ATCO 
Structures and Logistics adding 100 employees; Amy’s Kitchen $76 million investment and 1,000 
new jobs; Western States Caterpillar $20 million investment; Allstate Insurance 550 employees; SME 
Steel adding 150 jobs and other businesses were mentioned.  
 
Mr. Regetz gave a brief overview of positive economic trends in Pocatello since 2012.  He 
mentioned labor force has risen from 41,189 to 42,974; employment has risen from 38,338 to 
41,295; unemployment has dropped from 2,851 to 1,679; and the unemployment rate has dropped 
from 6.9% to 3.4%.  Mr. Regetz gave a summary of the YourFIT (Future in Technology) Program 
that provides training so graduating High School students can remain in the area and fill these types 
of positions. 
 
Arlen Wittrock, IEAC member, reviewed economic data for the area.  Mr. Wittrock gave an 
overview of the following wage/salary comparisons:  U.S.: $22.71/hour or $47,230/annual; Idaho: 
$19.12/hour or $39,770/annual; and Pocatello: $19.44/hour or $40,420 annual. He mentioned 
Idaho ranks No. 1 in the Country for job growth. 
 
Mr. Wittrock reported no one in the State of Idaho has used the Urban Renewal tool more 
effectively than Pocatello.  Bannock County has also been effective using the tax exemption tool.  
He feels these incentives help bring in higher paying jobs.  As a result, lower paying jobs such as 
restaurants and retail jobs follow.   
 
Mr. Bray feels there is a disconnect somewhere within the system.  He stated properties that the City 
can tax have remained flat over the last 5 years.  As a result, there is very little new revenue for the 
City to receive from property taxes. 
 
In response to questions from Council, Mr. Regetz explained as businesses expand and grow the 
increase in the tax base is from employees paying into the tax system and not from property. 
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In response to questions from Council, Mr. Wittrock feels there has always been an issue with tax 
exempt property in Pocatello.  He noted that only two of the City’s major employers have taxable 
property. 
 
Mr. Brown mentioned since Bannock County has been leading the state in using tax exemptions for 
new businesses, the City may need to be patient to see the benefit of $250 million in investments. 
 
General discussion continued regarding property values, changes in industry and the recession. 
 
Mr. Johnston mentioned taxes have gone up for property owners that have investment property 
such as rentals.  He noted some people feel that more money thrown at a project should create more 
growth.   
 
Mr. Wittrock considers Pocatello as a good team player with Bannock Development Corporation.  
He encouraged the Council to continue moving forward and keep being business oriented. 
 
In response to questions from Council, Mr. Regetz clarified development at the airport such as 
adding the third flight and providing optional services are forward steps to reaching potential 
businesses.  These are the things a business is looking for when researching a site. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 6: Joyce Stroschein, Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer; and Ashley 
FISCAL YEAR 2015  Linton, Accountant; presented highlights of the Fiscal Year 2015 
COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL Comprehensive Annual Financial Report and the Citizens 
FINANCIAL REPORT AND Financial Report. 
CITIZENS FINANCIAL 
REPORT UPDATE 
 
Ms. Stroschein gave an overview of the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report Fiscal Year 2015.  
She gave a detailed outline of City funds and the GASB report. 
 
Ms. Stroschein gave a detailed overview of letters included in the report from the City’s auditor 
Deaton and Company, Chartered.  The letters show that “No Findings” under the Schedule of 
Findings and Questions Costs for Fiscal Year ended September 30, 2015 were found. 
 
Mayor Blad called a recess at 10:27 a.m. and was excused from the meeting. 
 
Council President Steve Brown reconvened the meeting at 10:36 a.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 7: Eric Staats, Staff Engineer from Idaho Transportation 
YELLOWSTONE/ALAMEDA Department; and Mike Jaglowski, Public Works Director;  were 
INTERSECTION PROJECT present to update the Council on the Yellowstone Avenue and 
UPDATE  Alameda Road intersection project.  Mr. Staats provided a brief      
  summary of feasible alternatives which included 2 traditional 
intersection expansion alternatives; the Continuous Flow Intersection; and the Through-U as well as 
performance comparisons to existing configurations in the future. 
 
Future steps are as follows: Determine the “footprint” of the feasible alternatives and perform a 
cost/benefits analysis for comparison.  All future alternatives assume that this project will install a 
raised median on Yellowstone Avenue between Cedar Street and Alameda Road, as previously 
discussed. 
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Mr. Jaglowski gave a brief history of the project.  He noted the intersection is part of the State 
Highway system and ideas being presented are still in the concept phase.  Mr. Jaglowski explained 12 
to 16 ideas regarding the area were brought to staff.  This is a very busy intersection and the 
concepts being presented are to make the intersection better. 
 
Mr. Staats explained he travels through the Yellowstone/Alameda intersection multiple times a week 
and is aware that it is very busy and gets congested.  As a result, he is able to use an engineering 
perspective and a user perspective.  The purpose of the project is to: 1) improve safety while 
increasing capacity; 2) medians will be placed between Cedar Street and Alameda Road based upon 
crash/safety analysis; and 3) 16 preliminary concepts analyzed for future alternatives.  
 
The existing configuration of the intersection and what is happing currently in that area was 
discussed.  Traditional and alternative (innovative) options were reviewed.  Cost benefits and 
anticipated costs were also discussed.   
 
Next steps for the project are: 
 
Detailed analysis – conceptual footprint, evaluate right-of-way impacts; and costs-benefit 
comparison.   
 
Continued Coordination - meeting monthly with City staff and Bannock Transportation Planning 
Organization to discuss and evaluate the intersection. 
 
Project schedule – 1) alternative design selection - June 2016; 2) design plans complete - fall 2017;  
3) Right-of-Way acquisition - 2018; 4) advertisement for construction - fall 2018; and 5) construction 
complete - fall 2019. 
 
In response to questions from Council, Mr. Staats clarified public meetings will be held showing the 
alternative concepts for the intersection.   He outlined normal road construction schedules for high 
traffic areas.  Construction will take place during periods that should have the least amount of 
impact on businesses. 
 
Ed Bala, Idaho Transportation Department District 5 Engineer, mentioned the intersection has 
been determined as very unsafe because of the frequency of crashes.  Mr. Bala understands the need 
for business recovery and that is why the State is waiting until 2019 to begin construction.  He 
explained there are multiple concerns with safety issues. 
 
Mr. Staats noted that traffic on Yellowstone Avenue has remained flat over the last 5 to 8 years.  
This indicates people are using alternative routes to reach their destinations.  The State’s focus is to 
make the intersection safer and move traffic more quickly.   
 
Council President Brown adjourned the meeting at 11:05 a.m. 
 
   APPROVED: 
 
 
 
         
   BRIAN C. BLAD, MAYOR 
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ATTEST: 
 
 
 
    
RUTH E. WHITWORTH, CMC, CITY CLERK 
 


