
CITY OF POCATELLO
CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION AGENDA

September 8, 2016  ·   9:00 AM
Council Chambers | 911 N 7th Avenue

ROLL CALL

POCATELLO ARTS COUNCIL UPDATE
Representatives from the Pocatello Arts Council will discuss the Arts Council ’s goals and 
projects, as well as City Council ’s policies and expectations. 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION UPDATE
Representatives from the Planning and Zoning Commission will discuss the 
Commission ’s goals and projects, as well as Council ’s policies and expectations. 

COLLEGE NEIGHBORHOOD REFLECTION GARDEN PROJECT FOR CALDWELL PARK
College Neighborhood Association representatives and Janet Schubert, representative of 
Family and Friends of Dr. William W. Schubert, will present information regarding 
placement of a Reflection Garden in Caldwell Park.  The Parks and Recreation Advisory 

Board has reviewed the proposal and recommends approval.  Donations to fund 

construction of the project have been secured by the resident group.  Other associated 

project costs will also need to be addressed.

(Pertinent information attached.) 

AGENDA-ITEM4.PDF

FORT HALL INDIAN RESERVATION ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
PRESENTATION

Representatives from Agnew::Beck Consulting will be present to discuss their 
involvement with Shoshone-Bannock Tribes on the Fort Hall Indian Reservation with the 
development of a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS).  The CEDS 

is an Economic Development Administration-funded effort to develop a plan to build 
stronger, more economically resilient Southeast Idaho communities, tribes and region.

(Pertinent information attached.) 

AGENDA-ITEM5.PDF

PROPOSED ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE 13, CHAPTER 30 UTILITY BILLING 
SERVICES

Utility Billing staff will be present to suggest changes to Pocatello Municipal Code 13, 
Chapter 30, “Utility Billing Services ”, which include the retention of the deposit for any 
new account through the account ’s activity; revising the access to the premises section; 
and adding a new section regarding the unauthorized material and injury to equipment. 
 An Ordinance has been prepared based on the proposal for Council action at a 

subsequent meeting.  Staff is also seeking Council guidance for establishing a deposit 

amount.

(Pertinent information attached.) 

AGENDA-ITEM6.PDF

FISCAL YEAR 2016 SEPTEMBER BUDGET AMENDMENTS
Finance Staff will be present to discuss proposed “September” amendments to the 
current Fiscal Year 2016 budget.

(Pertinent information attached.) 

AGENDA-ITEM7.PDF

COUNCIL WORKING LUNCH
Members of the Council may choose to participate in a working lunch in the Paradice 
Conference Room to discuss general City topics.  No formal action will be voted on. 
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Date: September 8, 2016 
 

TO: Mayor Blad and Council Members 
 

From: John Banks, Parks & Recreation Director 
    
RE: Reflection Garden Request – 

Caldwell Park                                                       
 

 
Parks & Recreation Department Staff has received a request from a group of local 
residents represented by Janet Schubert (Shubert family and donors representative), 
Trissa Cameron & Shannon Ansley (College Neighborhood Association) and Jerry 
Myers (Mers-Anderson Architects), requesting permission to construct a neighborhood 
“Reflection Garden” within Caldwell Park. 
 
The proposed Reflection Garden has been designed and would be constructed at no 
cost to the City of Pocatello, then donated to the City by the family and friends of Dr. 
William W. Schubert, for the benefit of the community. 
 
The Reflection Garden would be located in the corner area of Caldwell Park adjacent to 
S. 8th Ave. and E. Lewis St., and would consist of the following amenities: 
 

 ADA accessible/compliant access walkway (tied into existing park perimeter 
sidewalk) 

 A 22’ long by 17’ wide concrete slab (4,000 psi concrete – using a medium 
broom finish to provide for slip resistance) 

 Connected to the concrete slab is a 9’ long by 17’ wide “tumbled cobble” area, 
surrounded by mosaic tile (tile will also be treated for slip resistance), and 
including three (3) water bubblers. 

 

*Notes: Tumbled cobble would not be a loose surface, but rather would be adhered 
together/not able to be removed by park patrons, and would include drain joints.  
Each bubbler would project water approximately 18’’ in height above the tumbled 
cobble surface, then drain back down into the tumbled cobble to be gathered and re-
circulated.  The system is designed to have no standing water.  Per manufacturer 
recommendations, tumbled cobble will be placed on top of a concrete basin and 
aggregate base material. 
 

 Re-circulating pump & filter system (vaulted/underground) and associated sub-
grade water supply and drain lines 

 Four (4) benches for seating – recycled plastic (or similar) slats and heavy-duty 
frame for maximum durability 

 Six (6) ornamental trees (specific species to be determined) 
 Eight (8) button lights – placed at various locations along the reflection garden 
 Bronze memorial plaque 
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Parks & Recreation Advisory Board Recommendation 
 
The Reflection Garden request was presented to the Parks & Recreation Advisory 
Board on August 4, 2016 for consideration.  The Board provided helpful input and 
suggested plan modifications designed to enhance safety & accessibility, which were 
incorporated into the design as described above.  The Board was supportive of the 
project request, recommended its approval, and viewed it as a fine example of 
public/private partnership for the benefit of the community. 
 
Cost Estimate 
 
The project has been designed, and funds to complete construction of the project have 
been secured.  There would be no cost to the City for provision of the Reflection 
Garden.  Cost estimate for the project (provided) is $25,527.00, and the requesting 
resident group has secured the services of Dykeman Construction to perform the 
construction (pending City Council approval). 
 
In addition to the provided cost estimate, the following building permit and anticipated 
additional project related costs would also need to be incorporated into the project 
budget: 
 

 Electrical Permit Fee (Building Dept.): $70 estimated 
($30 permit + 2% of the electrical portion cost of project: $2,000 x 2% = $40) 

 Plumbing Permit Fee (Building Dept.): $230 estimated 
($30 permit + 2% of the plumbing portion cost of project: $10,000 x 2% = $200) 

 
 Tree Removals (Parks Dept.):  $1,600 estimated  (2 trees x $800/tree) 

 

*Notes: The Reflection Garden plan calls for removal of two (2) existing park trees – one 
(1) maple tree and one (1) horse chestnut tree.  The plan also calls for placement of six 
(6) new 30-gallon ornamental trees (specific species TBA).  Parks Staff would like to 
discuss the possibility of retaining the horse chestnut tree (located adjacent to the 
existing park sidewalk), if it can be determined that the trees seed droppings will not 
negatively impact the reflection garden. 
 

 Potable Water Supply Connection (Parks Dept.): $500 estimated 
 

 Retrofitting of the existing park irrigation system to accommodate the Reflection 
Garden (Parks Dept.):     $1,000 - $1,500 estimated 

 
*Notes: The Reflection Garden location is situated on top of existing park irrigation lines 
& sprinkler heads.  Retrofitting of the system would be required to accommodate the 
project. 
 
Sewer and Electrical 
 
There is no sewer connection needed.  The proposed pump & filter system is self-
contained and re-circulating. 
 



 
Council Study Session Report: “Reflection Garden Request – Caldwell Park”             Page 3 of 4             September 8, 2016 

 

 
Upon preliminary review, there appears to be sufficient electrical capacity on site to 
accommodate the re-circulating pump/filter and button light systems.  If upon further 
investigation this proves to not be the case, Parks Staff would determine additional 
capacity needs and a cost estimate to provide the needed additional electrical capacity. 
 
Treatment of Water for Water Feature  
 
With the popularity of Caldwell Park, as well as the proximity of the proposed Reflection 
Garden to the park playground, it is reasonable to conclude that a large amount of child 
park patrons will be visiting the Reflection Garden area.  As previously mentioned, the 
system is designed to not have standing water.  However, periodic interaction with the 
“bubbler” water feature by park patrons is likely. 
 
Staff has inquired with Southeast Idaho Public Health representatives regarding water 
treatment requirements for these types of projects, and has been instructed that there 
are currently no water treatment requirements imposed by the state of Idaho (as is the 
case on a much larger scale at the existing Simplot Square Fountain and associated 
water feature).  At the Simplot Square location, water is treated periodically by Parks 
Dept. Staff with chlorine in an effort to sanitize the water to a degree and mitigate 
growth of algae & other organisms.  However, signs are also posted instructing visitors 
that the Simplot Square Fountain water is not suitable for swimming or wading, and that 
those activities are prohibited.   
 
The Legal Dept. has reviewed the water feature portion of the Reflection Garden project 
request, and in consideration of the absence of State of Idaho water feature treatment 
regulations, as well as the existing Simplot Square precedent, is comfortable with 
allowing the water feature request to proceed as proposed, provided that signage is 
posted informing the public that the water feature water projecting from the bubblers is 
not suitable for drinking, or splashing/interaction (i.e. similar to signs that are in place at 
the Simplot Square fountain/water feature).  
 
Staff Recommendations 
 
Parks & Recreation Dept. Staff are also supportive of the project request, and are of the 
opinion that the Reflection Garden would be a wonderful park amenity that would be 
very much enjoyed and heavily used.  Staff also agrees with the Parks & Recreation 
Advisory Board that the project would be a great example of public/private partnership 
for the benefit of the community. 
 
The majority of the Reflection Garden is virtually maintenance free (concrete, benches, 
button lighting system) or includes maintenance which can be absorbed by the Parks 
Dept. in the general maintenance efforts for Caldwell Park (tree trimming/care and 
weekly water feature inspection & chlorination). 
 
Staff does however have concern with the potential for on-going maintenance of the 
water feature components (water bubblers, re-circulating pump & filtration system, etc.), 
as well as the possibility for on-going water bubbler issues due to misuse, and the 
resulting costs associated. 
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It is therefore recommended that City Council approve the Reflection Garden request, 
with the following conditions: 
 

 Requesting resident group be financially responsible for on-going care and 
maintenance/repair of the water feature components portion of the Reflection 
Garden, to include water bubblers, re-circulating pump & filtration system, and 
associated tumbled cobble/mosaic tile areas, via establishment of a perpetual 
care/ contingency fund (or the like). 

 

*Note: City/Parks Dept. would assume on-going maintenance/care responsibilities of 
water feature system monitoring & chlorination, as well as remaining Reflection 
Garden features, and associated utility costs. 
 
 Secure needed Building Dept. permits, and provide all plans/construction 

drawings/specifications necessary to obtain needed permits. 
 Re-imburse City/Parks Dept. for the cost of tree removals associated with the 

project. 
 Re-imburse City/Parks Dept. for the cost of potable water supply connection 

associated with the project 
 Re-imburse City/Parks Dept. for park irrigation system retrofitting needed to 

accommodate project. 
 Consultation with City Arborist Brett Hewatt regarding appropriate tree selections 

for the project/Caldwell Park. 
 Provide signage indicating that the water feature water is not suitable for drinking 

and/or splashing (final sign wording to be determined). 
 Should current park electrical capacity prove to not be sufficient to accommodate 

project needs, re-imburse City/Parks Dept. for the cost of providing additional 
needed electrical capacity.  













Line # Description
Est.

Quant. Unit Unit Cost Total
1
2 6" soil removal, site prep 21 CY 12.00$            252.00$                           
3 4" concrete (under tile and fountain cobble included) 730 SF 7.00$              5,110.00$                        
4 Mosaic Tile 12" x 12" pads 80 SF 20.00$            1,600.00$                        
5 Tumbled square cobble, dry set on concrete base 55 SF 18.00$            990.00$                           
6 Bronze Plaque 1 EA 500.00$          500.00$                           
7 Button Lights 8 EA 250.00$          2,000.00$                        
8 Benches 4 EA 800.00$          3,200.00$                        
9 Ornamental Trees (30 gal) 6 EA 250.00$          1,500.00$                        

10 Repair Sod 750 SF 0.50$              375.00$                           
11 Fountain Pack vault, Nozzles 1 EA 10,000.00$     10,000.00$                      
12 SUBTOTAL 25,527.00$                     

Cost Estimate
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FY2016 Proposed 

September Budget 

Amendments 

City Council Study Session 

September 8, 2016 
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Amendments 

 8 listed amendments affecting 8 funds 

 Public hearing notice 31 August & 7 September 

 Study session today 

 Amendment public hearing 15 September 

 Ordinance consideration 15 September (publish full 

ordinance) 

 
 

 



General Fund Amendments 
Total: $347 

 

 Mayor and Council Department 

 

 Coffee with the Mayor monthly event 

sponsored by local businesses - $347 
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Other Fund Amendments 
Total: $2,898,337 

 Street 
 Transfer monies to Fund 070 for future ITD project for 

Hawthorne Quinn, $150,0000 

 Recreation 
 Replace hot water system at Community Recreation Center 

with insurance claim proceeds , $44,894 

 Transit Urban 
 Additional part time wages with grants and additional match 

monies from City of Chubbuck $20,000 

 Science & Environment 
 Additional match monies required for the completion of MLK 

ITD project , $22,938 
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Other Fund Amendments 
Total: $2,898,337 

 Water 
 Transfer monies to Water Construction Fund to represent 

water bond monies for water rights , $2,544,208 

 Ambulance 

  Unplanned retirements in Ambulance Fund covered by 

contract, $68,837 

 Eastern Idaho Development Corporation 
 Additional Economic development loans provided by 

program revenues, $48,000 
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Totals By Fund 
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Fund Amount

General Fund 347$                      

Street Fund 150,000$              

Recreation Fund 44,894$                

Transit Urban Fund 20,000$                

Science & Environment Fund 22,398$                

Water Fund 2,544,208$          

Ambulance Fund 68,837$                

Eastern Idaho Development Corporation Fund 48,000$                

      Total 2,898,684$          

Fund Amendment Totals



Notes  

 No action immediately following the hearing 

on September 15 council meeting 

 Action taken same meeting, but at the end of 

meeting during ordinance section 
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